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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicants' remarks and amendments filed on March 31, 2005 have been 
carefully considered. Claims 39-49 have been canceled. New claims 50-57 have been 
added. Claims 1-38 and 50-57 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claims 1-3, 8, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by European Patent Application 0166480 (EU '480). Regarding claims 1 
and 8, EU '480 discloses a system for catalytically treating a gas stream (Fig. 1 and 
page 1), which comprises: a gas phase reactor containing a catalyst (disks 20) for the 
treatment of the gas stream containing NOx (page 2, line 1 ) in at least one catalyst bed 
having an upstream end and a downstream end; an axial fan (7) positioned upstream of 
the at least one catalyst bed and having a rotatable impeller (rotor blades as shown in 
Fig. 1 ) for moving the gas stream through the gas phase reactor; and, c) gas flow 
modification means (the flare portion 34 connected after the constricted area 13) 
positioned between the impeller and the gas phase reactor for decreasing gas stream 
velocity, and increasing gas flow uniformity. Regarding claims 2 and 3, the flow gas 
modification means of EU '480 inherently provides a gas stream entering the gas phase 
reactor with a velocity profile exhibiting not more than about 10% or 5% velocity 
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deviation from an average gas stream velocity at the upstream end of the at least one 
catalyst bed. Note, apparatus claims cover what a device is, not what a device does. 
See MPEP 21 14. Regarding claims 14 and 15, EU '480 discloses the fan (7) impeller 
includes a plurality of blades as shown in Figure 1 . 

2. Claims 1 and 21 -23, 31 , 34-35, and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as 
being anticipated by Yamaguchi (5,282,355). Regarding claims 1 , 21-23, and 31 , 
Yamaguchi discloses a system for catalytically treating a furnace flue gas (Fig. 2), which 
comprises: a) gas phase reactor containing a catalyst (6) for the treatment of the flue 
gas in at least one catalyst bed (Col. 1, lines 50-55) having an upstream end and a 
downstream end for removal of NOx; b) an axial fan (gas turbine 1 ) positioned upstream 
of the at least one catalyst bed and downstream of furnace and having a rotatable 
impeller (inherent feature of a gas turbine) for moving the flue gas from the furnace 
through the gas phase reactor; and, means for recycling a portion of the flue gas (via 
component 10) from downstream of the axial fan to a convection section (section 4). 
Note, the convection section 4 has a front conical transition duct which constitutes the 
gas flow modification means for decreasing the gas velocity. With respect to the 
recycling portion of the flue gas upstream of the axial fan, such configuration in view of 
Yamaguchi to one having ordinary skill in the art appears to be an obvious matter of 
rearrangement of parts, since recycling a portion of the flue gas upstream of the axial 
fan or downstream of the axial fan will provide the system with the same gas treatment 
absence of unexpected results. Regarding claims 22 and 23, Yamaguchi shows the 
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exhaust gas and the reducing agent (ammonia) are feed to the recycle manifold 
(plurality of spray nozzles connected to a common pipe as shown in Fig. 2 in the 
convection section). Regarding claims 34 and 35, Yamaguchi discloses a gas turbine, 
which inherently has blade units comprise of blades extending radially outward from the 
impeller. Regarding claim 38, Yamaguchi discloses a heat recovery section (5) 
downstream of the phase reactor. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 2-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over EU 
'480. EU '480 shows convergent section 13 with enlarged section 34, which decreases 
the gas stream velocity and increasing the gas flow uniformity at most thru routine 
optimization. It appears EU '480 provide a gas flow modification means with the gas 
stream entering the gas phase reactor has a velocity profile exhibiting not more than 
about 10% or 5% velocity deviation from an average gas stream velocity at the 
upstream end of the at least one catalyst bed. Note, apparatus claims cover what a 
device is, not what a device does. See MPEP 21 14. 
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4. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over EU '480 
in view of Surette (5,632,142). Regarding claim 4, EU '480 discloses the axial fan (7) 
includes a housing (casing 30-31) and a flared portion (convergent section 13 to wall 
34) but fails to disclose a tail cone includes a distally pointing tapered end portion. 
Surette teaches a gas turbine engine 101 with a tail cone (nozzle plug 1 17) to minimize 
turbulence and provide a smooth and uniform flow path to the diffuser 1 1 5 or 
downstream duct (Col. 3, lines 21-23 and Col. 3, lines 38-44). Thus, it would have been 
obvious in view of Surette to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the turbine 
structure of EU '480 with a gas turbine with a tail cone as taught by Surette in order to 
provide a smooth flow stream downstream of the turbine blades or axial fan blades. 
Note, Surette also makes it clear the function of the flared portion (diffuser 34) is to 
reduce the velocity of the exhaust gas (Col. 4, lines 58-67). 

5. Claims 5, 50, 51 , and 53-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over the applied references (EU '480 in view of Surette '142) as applied to 
claims 1 and 4 above, and further in view of Tyler et al. (2,936,846) and Ishikawa et al. 
(5,043,146). The applied references disclose a transition duct (convergent section 13 to 
wall 34 of EU '480 and bell-shaped wall 1 19 of Surette '142) which flare outward so as 
to gradually increase cross-sectional area available to gas stream flow and the 
circumference of the housing gradually increases from a position of the housing at the 
axial fan to the outlet of the housing but fail to disclose the transition duct having 
perforated walls. Tyler '846 teaches a turbine engine (Col. 4, lines 25-30) with a 
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transition duct having perforated walls (perforations 48 in walls of cylindrical section 36) 
to suppress the noise generated by the turbine engine. Thus, it would have been 
obvious in view of Tyler '846 to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
transition duct of the applied references having perforated walls as taught by Tyler '846 
in order to reduce the noise generated from the exhaust gas. Alternatively, Ishikawa 
teaches a flow controller 3 or guide vane unit (Col. 3, lines 30-32) is provided in front of 
the catalyst layer 4 in the duct portion 1 as shown in Figs. 4-5 and 10-1 1 to prevent the 
generation of vortexes in front of the catalyst layer (Col. 5, lines 14-17) and to provide a 
uniform exhaust gas flow to the catalyst layer (Col. 1 , lines 31-38). Thus, it would have 
been obvious in view of Ishikawa to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
transition duct of the applied references having perforated walls as taught by Ishikawa 
in order to minimize the generation of the vortexes and provide a uniform exhaust gas 
flow to the catalyst layer. 

6. Claims 6 and 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
EU '480 in view of Tyler et al. '846 and Ishikawa et al. '146. EU '480 discloses a 
transition duct (convergent section 13 to wall 34 of EU '480) which flare outward so as 
to gradually increase cross-sectional area available to gas stream flow but fails to 
disclose the transition duct having perforated walls. Tyler '846 discloses a turbine 
engine (Col. 4, lines 25-30) with a transition duct having perforated walls (perforations 
48 in walls of cylindrical section 36) to suppress the noise generated by the turbine 
engine. Thus, it would have been obvious in view of Tyler '846 to one having ordinary 
skill in the art to modify the transition duct of EU '480 having perforated walls as taught 
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by Tyler '846 in order to reduce the noise generated from the exhaust gas. 
Alternatively, Ishikawa teaches a flow controller 3 (Col. 3, lines 30-32) is provided in 
front of the catalyst layer 4 in the duct portion 1 as shown in Figs. 4-5 and 10-1 1 to 
prevent the generation of vortexes in front of the catalyst layer (Col. 5, lines 14-17) and 
to provide a uniform exhaust gas flow to the catalyst layer (Col. 1 , lines 31-38). Thus, it 
would have been obvious in view of Ishikawa to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the transition duct of EU '480 having perforated walls as taught by Ishikawa in 
order to minimize the generation of the vortexes and provide a uniform exhaust gas flow 
to the catalyst layer. 

7. Claims 7 and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over EU '480 in view of Yamaguchi (5,282,355). Regarding claim 7, EU '480 fails to 
disclose means for recycling a portion of the gas stream from downstream of the axial 
fan to a position upstream of the axial fan. Yamaguchi '355 teaches a portion of the 
NOx -free exhaust gas stream is recirculated back to the a position upstream of the 
axial fan (best understood by Examiner to be the front back of the catalyst system) to 
facilitate vaporizing the aqueous ammonia prior to injecting to the catalyst layer of the 
NOx removal system 6 (Col. 1 , lines 31-46). Thus, it would have been obvious in view 
of Yamaguchi '355 to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the exhaust treatment 
system of EU '480 with a recycling exhaust stream as taught by Yamaguchi in order to 
facilitate vaporizing of the aqueous ammonia to be used in the catalyst system. 
Regarding claim 1 8, EU '480 fails to disclose a heat recovery section positioned 
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downstream of the gas phase reactor for cooling the gas stream. Yamaguchi teaches a 
heat exchanger 5 located both upstream and downstream of the exhaust gas to recover 
the heat from the exhaust gas to be used in a boiler (Col. 1, lines 21-31). Thus, it 
would have been obvious in view of Yamaguchi to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the exhaust treatment system of EU '480 with a heat recovery section as taught 
by Yamaguchi in order to recover the heat from exhaust gas. Regarding claim 19, EU 
'480 fails to disclose means for introducing reducing agent into the gas stream. 
Yamaguchi teaches a reducing agent (ammonia) is introduced by via nozzle 10a (Fig. 3) 
to facilitate in reducing the NOx in the exhaust gas (Col. 1 , lines 50-55). Thus, it would 
have been obvious in view of Yamaguchi to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the exhaust treatment system of EU '480 with means for introducing reducing agent in 
to the gas stream as taught by Yamaguchi in order to facilitate the conversion of NOx to 
nitrogen. Regarding claim 20 , EU '480 fails to disclose a gas stream recycle manifold 
[spray nozzles connected to common pipe (via line 10)] for communicating a portion of 
the gas stream downstream of the axial fan to a convection section of a furnace 
positioned upstream of the axial fan, wherein the means for introducing reducing agent 
comprises an inlet for introducing the reducing agent into the gas stream recycle 
manifold. Yamaguchi discloses a gas-recycling stream (via fan 10) downstream of a 
gas turbine 1 to facilitate vaporizing the ammonia and means for introducing reducing 
agent (via nozzle 10a) to facilitate in reducing the NOx (Col. 1, lines 50-55). Thus, it 
would have been obvious in view of Yamaguchi to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the gas treatment system of EU '480 with a gas recycling stream and means for 
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introducing the reducing agent as taught by Yamaguchi in order to facilitate vaporizing 
the ammonia and reducing the NOx. 

8. Claims 9-10 and 12-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over EU '480 in view of Balling et al. (5,397,545). EU '480 discloses the 
catalyst elements 20 but fails to disclose the catalyst bed includes a plurality of 
stackable, individually separable modules containing one or more materials selected 
from the group consisting of vanadium oxide, aluminum oxide, titanium oxide, tungsten 
oxide, molybdenum oxide and zeolite. Balling '545 teaches a plurality of stacked 
honeycomb catalytic converters (8,10,12,14,16) (Col. 4, lines 65-68) made of vanadium 
pentoxide, molybdenum oxide, and etc. (Col. 5, lines 1-6) to facilitate the conversion of 
nitrogen oxide to nitrogen and carbon dioxide (Col. 6, lines 18-24). Thus, it would have 
been obvious in view of Balling to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
catalyst elements of EU '480 with a honeycomb catalyst converters as taught by Balling 
to facilitate the conversion of NOx to nitrogen. 

9. Claim 1 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over EU '480 
in view of Carlborg et al. (6,534,022). EU '480 discloses catalyst elements 20 but fails 
to disclose the catalyst bed comprises a catalyst supported on a mesh-like structure 
having a void space of at least about 85%. Carlborg teaches the catalyst is supported 
on a mesh-like structure with a porosity greater than 85% (Col. 2, lines 1-7), which 
provides the benefits of superior heat transfer, low thermal mass, and improved catalyst 



Application/Control Number: 09/973,401 Page 10 

Art Unit: 1764 

effectiveness (Col. 8, lines 35-39). Thus, it would have been obvious in view of 
Carlborg to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the catalyst elements of EU 
'480 with a catalyst of a mesh-like structure as taught by Carlborg in order to gain the 
above benefits. 

10. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over EU '480 
in view of prior art Admission and. EU '480 discloses fan blades but fails to disclose 
blade units have a variable pitch. Admission discloses it is conventional to use blade 
units with variable pitch to control the flue gas velocity (specification page 9, lines 15- 
23). Thus, it would have been obvious in view of Admission to one having ordinary skill 
in the art to modify the fan blade of EU '480 with the blades having variable pitch in 
order to control the flue gas velocity. 

1 1 . Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over EU '480 
in view of Acaster (5,709,088). EU '480 shows a fan having impeller but fails to disclose 
the impeller has a variable speed of rotation which is adjustable while the impeller is 
rotating. Acaster teaches an engine turbine (Fig. 1 ) having an impeller with variable 
speed of rotation depending on the demand of the exhaust gas quantity and pressure. 
Thus, it would have been obvious in view of Acaster to one having ordinary skill in the 
art to modify the fan of EU '480 with impeller has a variable speed of rotation as taught 
by Acaster in order to keep up with the demand of the exhaust gas and pressure. Note, 
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it is conventional to provide impeller with gear reduction or variable drive ratio and it 
would have been obvious to do so here control the exhaust gas flow rate. 

12. Claims 21-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
EU '480 in view of Yamaguchi (5,282,355). Regarding claims 21-23, EU '480 discloses 
a system for catalytically treating a gas stream (Fig. 1 and page 1), which comprises: a 
gas phase reactor containing a catalyst (disks 20) for the treatment of the gas stream 
containing NOx (page 2, line 1) in at least one catalyst bed having an upstream end and 
a downstream end; an axial fan (7) positioned upstream of the at least one catalyst bed 
and having a rotatable impeller (rotor blades as shown in Fig. 1 ) for moving the gas 
stream through the gas phase reactor. EU '480 fails to disclose means for recycling a 
portion of the gas stream from downstream of the axial fan to a position upstream of the 
axial fan and means for introducing the reducing agent into the recycle manifold. 
Yamaguchi discloses a gas-recycling stream (via fan 10) downstream of a gas turbine 1 
to facilitate vaporizing the ammonia and means for introducing reducing agent (via 
nozzle 10a) to facilitate in reducing the NOx (Col. 1, lines 50-55). Thus, it would have 
been obvious in view of Yamaguchi to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
gas treatment system of EU '480 with a gas recycling stream and means for introducing 
the reducing agent as taught by Yamaguchi in order to facilitate vaporizing the ammonia 
and reducing the NOx. Regarding claim 24, it is conventional to provide control valve in 
a recycled gas stream and it would have been obvious to do so here to regulate the 
amount of gas flow rate recycled back into the convection section. 
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13. Claims 25 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over the applied references (EU '480 in view of Yamaguchi '355) as applied to claim 22 
above, and further in view of Tyler et al. (2,936,846) and Ishikawa et al. (5,043,146). 
The applied references disclose a transition duct (convergent section 13jto wall 34 of 
EU '480) which flare outward so as to gradually increase cross-sectional area available 
to gas stream flow but fails to disclose the transition duct having perforated walls. Tyler 
£ 846 discloses a turbine engine (Col. 4, lines 25-30) with a transition duct having 
perforated walls (perforations 48 in walls of cylindrical section 36) to suppress the noise 
generated by the turbine engine. Thus, it would have been obvious in view of Tyler '846 
to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the transition duct of the applied 
references with perforated walls as taught by Tyler '846 in order to reduce the noise 
generated from the exhaust gas. Alternatively, Ishikawa teaches a flow controller 3 
(Col. 3, lines 30-32) is provided in front of the catalyst layer 4 in the duct portion 1 as 
shown in Figs. 4-5 and 10-1 1 to prevent the generation of vortexes in front of the 
catalyst layer (Col. 5, lines 14-17) and to provide a uniform exhaust gas flow to the 
catalyst layer (Col. 1 , lines 31-38). Thus, it would have been obvious in view of 
Ishikawa to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the transition duct of the applied 
references with perforated walls as taught by Ishikawa in order to minimize the 
generation of the vortexes and provide a uniform exhaust gas flow to the catalyst layer. 
Regarding claim 26, Yamaguchi shows on Fig. 2 the gas stream recycle manifold has at 
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least one inlet connected to the transition duct, and at least one outlet connected to the 
convection section of the furnace. 

14. Claims 25 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yamaguchi '355 in view of Tyler et al. (2,936,846) and Ishikawa et al. (5,043,146). 
Yamaguchi '355 discloses a transition duct (4) which flare outward so as to gradually 
increase cross-sectional area available to gas stream flow but fails to disclose the 
transition duct having perforated walls. Tyler '846 teaches a turbine engine (Col. 4, 
lines 25-30) with a transition duct having perforated walls (perforations 48 in walls of 
cylindrical section 36) to suppress the noise generated by the turbine engine. Thus, it 
would have been obvious in view of Tyler '846 to one having ordinary skill in the art to 
modify the transition duct of Yamaguchi having perforated walls as taught by Tyler '846 
in order to reduce the noise generated from the exhaust gas. Alternatively, Ishikawa 
teaches a flow controller 3 (Col. 3, lines 30-32) is provided in front of the catalyst layer 4 
in the duct portion 1 as shown in Figs. 4-5 and 10-1 1 to prevent the generation of 
vortexes in front of the catalyst layer (Col. 5, lines 14-17) and to provide a uniform 
exhaust gas flow to the catalyst layer (Col. 1 , lines 31-38). Thus, it would have been 
obvious in view of Ishikawa to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the transition 
duct of Yamaguchi having perforated walls as taught by Ishikawa in order to minimize 
the generation of the vortexes and provide a uniform exhaust gas flow to the catalyst 
layer. Regarding claim 26, Yamaguchi shows on Fig. 2 the gas stream recycle manifold 
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has at least one inlet connected to the transition duct, and at least one outlet connected 
to the convection section of the furnace. 

15. Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamaguchi £ 355 in view of Surette '142. Yamaguchi disclose a turbine 1 (inherently has 
an axial fan) and the housing having a flared portion (conical section 4) but fails to show 
a tail cone includes a distally pointing tapered end portion. Surette teaches a gas 
turbine engine 101 with a tail cone (nozzle plug 1 17) to minimize turbulence and provide 
a smooth and uniform flow path to the diffuser 1 15 or downstream duct (Col. 3, lines 21- 
23 and Col. 3, lines 38-44). Thus, it would have been obvious in view of Surette to one 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify gas turbine of Yamaguchi '355 with a gas 
turbine with a tail cone as taught by Surette in order to provide a smooth flow stream 
downstream of the turbine blades or axial fan blades. Note, Surette also makes it clear 
the function of the flared portion (diffuser 34) is to reduce the velocity of the exhaust gas 
(Col. 4, lines 58-67). 

16. Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamaguchi '355 in view of Carlborg et al. (6,534,022). Yamaguchi '355 discloses 
catalyst elements 20 but fails to disclose the catalyst bed comprises a catalyst 
supported on a mesh-like structure having a void space of at least about 85%. Carlborg 
teaches the catalyst is supported on a mesh-like structure with a porosity greater than 
85% (Col. 2, lines 1-7), which provides the benefits of superior heat transfer, low 
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thermal mass, and improved catalyst effectiveness (Col. 8, lines 35-39). Thus, it would 
have been obvious m view of Carlborg to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify 
the catalyst elements of EU ( 480 with a catalyst of a mesh-like structure as taught by 
Carlborg in order to gain the above benefits. 

17. Claims 28-29 and 32-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the Yamaguchi '355 in view of Balling et al. (5,397,545). Yamaguchi 
'355 the catalyst system 6 but fails to disclose the catalyst bed includes a plurality of 
stackable, individually separable modules containing one or more materials selected 
from the group consisting of vanadium oxide, aluminum oxide, titanium oxide, tungsten 
oxide, molybdenum oxide and zeolite. Balling '545 teaches a plurality of stacked 
honeycomb catalytic converters (8,10,12,14,16) (Col. 4, lines 65-68) made of vanadium 
pentoxide, molybdenum oxide, and etc. (Col. 5, lines 1-6) to facilitate the conversion of 
nitrogen oxide to nitrogen and carbon dioxide (Col. 6, lines 18-24). Thus, it would have 
been obvious in view of Balling to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the 
catalyst system of Yamaguchi '355 with a honeycomb catalyst converters as taught by 
Balling to facilitate the conversion of NOx to nitrogen. 

18. Claim 36 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamaguchi '355 in view of prior art Admission. Yamaguchi discloses the gas turbine 
with fan blades but fails to disclose blade units have a variable pitch. Admission 
discloses it is conventional to use blade units with variable pitch to control the flue gas 



Application/Control Number: 09/973,401 Page 16 

Art Unit: 1764 

velocity (specification page 9, lines 15-23). Thus, it would have been obvious in view of 
Admission to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the gas turbine Of Yamaguchi 
'355 with the blades having variable pitch in order to control the flue gas velocity. 

19. Claim 37 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamaguchi '355 in view of Acaster (5,709,088). Yamaguchi disclose a gas turbine with 
fan blades fails to disclose the impeller has a variable speed of rotation which is 
adjustable while the impeller is rotating. Acaster teaches an engine turbine (Fig. 1) 
having an impeller with variable speed of rotation depending on the demand of the 
exhaust gas quantity and pressure. Thus, it would have been obvious in view of 
Acaster to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the gas turbine of Yamaguchi 
'355 with impeller has a variable speed of rotation as taught by Acaster in order to keep 
up with the demand of the exhaust gas and pressure. Note, it is conventional to provide 
impeller with gear reduction having variable drive ratio and it would have been obvious 
to do so here control the exhaust gas flow rate. 

20. Claim 52 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over the 
applied references (EU '480 in view of Surette '142 and Tyler et al. '846 and Ishikawa et 
al. '146) as applied to claims 1 and 4 above, and further in view of Zagoroff et al. 
(5,476,378). The applied references above fail to disclose the struts positioned in an 
annular space between the tail cone and the interior surface of the housing. Zagoroff 
teaches it is conventional to provide a shaft support struts 39 (Fig. 4) to facilitate 
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distributing the air to the turbine blades. Thus, it would have been obvious in view of 
the applied references to provide struts between the tail cone and the housing to 
facilitate distributing the air to the system. 

21 . Claim 57 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
applied references (EU '480 in view of Surette '142) as applied to claim 27 above, and 
further in view of Tyler et al. (2,936,846) and Ishikawa et al. (5,043,146). The applied 
references disclose a transition duct (convergent section 1 3 to wall 34 of EU '480 and 
bell-shaped wall 1 19 of Surette '142) which flare outward so as to gradually increase 
cross-sectional area available to gas stream flow and the circumference of the housing 
gradually increases from a position of the housing at the axial fan to the outlet of the 
housing but fail to disclose the transition duct having perforated walls. Tyler '846 
teaches a turbine engine (Col. 4, lines 25-30) with a transition duct having perforated 
walls (perforations 48 in walls of cylindrical section 36) to suppress the noise generated 
by the turbine engine. Thus, it would have been obvious in view of Tyler '846 to one 
having ordinary skill in the art to modify the transition duct of the applied references 
having perforated walls as taught by Tyler '846 in order to reduce the noise generated 
from the exhaust gas. The applied references fail to disclose a guide vane unit 
disposed at the inlet of the transition duct. Ishikawa teaches a flow controller 3 
(rectifier) or guide vane (Col. 3, lines 30-32) is provided in front of the catalyst layer 4 in 
the duct portion 1 as shown in Figs. 4-5 and 10-1 1 to prevent the generation of vortexes 
in front of the catalyst layer (Col. 5, lines 14-17) and to provide a uniform exhaust gas 
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flow to the catalyst layer (Col. 1 , lines 31-38). Thus, it would have been obvious in view 
of Ishikawa to one having ordinary skill in the art to modify the transition duct of the 
applied references with guide vane unit as taught by Ishikawa in order to minimize the 
generation of the vortexes and provide a uniform exhaust gas flow to the catalyst layer. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed March 31, 2005 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. With respect to the argument of gas stream velocity at the 
converging section 13 of EU '480, Examiner agrees that the velocity increases at the 
converging section; however, the enlarged flare section (flow modification means) flows 
immediately downstream of the converging section decreases the gas stream velocity 
and increases gas flow uniformity. With respect to the argument of the velocity profile 
not more than 10% or 5% deviation, EU '480 discloses the flow modification means of 
the claimed invention; thus, it inherently provide the velocity profile of the claimed 
invention or at most thru routine optimization. See In re Antoine and In re Boesch, 
MPEP21 44.05. In addition, apparatus claims cover what a device is, not what a device 
does. See MPEP 21 14. With respect to the argument of Yamaguchi fails to disclose 
recycling a portion of the gas stream to upstream of the axial fan, examiner respectfully 
disagrees. Yamaguchi discloses recycling a portion of the gas stream downstream of 
the axial fan but the recycling gas stream is upstream of the catalytic element, and such 
configuration does not change or alter the gas treatment process. The difference in the 
feeding location of the recycling portion of the gas stream of the claimed invention 
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versus the above prior art is merely an engineering choice of rearrangement of parts 
(See MPEP 2144.04), and Yamaguchi '355 provides a recycling portion of the gas 
stream downstream of the axial fan but upstream of the catalytic elements which 
provide the same effectiveness gas treatment as the claimed invention. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tom P. Duong whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2794. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00AM - 4:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn Caldarola can be reached on (571) 272-1444. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 09/973,401 



Page 20 



Art Unit: 1764 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 

Tom Duong 
June 22, 2005 
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